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LUSHER  TOLLS  LY01T  (1802-3  885),  c.t  right; 
and  his  brother, 

ISAIAH  LYOtf,  AT  THE  IEFT,  "TITH  CATE. 


I S 9 7 •  1  'Ihe  f-y°n  Family  of  Windham  County ,  Conn. 


THE  LYON  FAMILY  OF  WINDHAM  COUNIY, 
-  CONNECTICUT. 


By  Eugene  F.  McPjke,  ok  Chicago,  Ii.ls. 


Our  New  England  Lyon  families  are,  “  unquestionably,  descended 
from  the  noble  family  ol  that  name  in  North  Britain,  of  which  mention 
is  so  fully  made  by  Burke  in  his  ‘  Landed  Gentry,'  1.,  779.  Family 
records  and  traditions  point  in  that  direction.  Besides,  there  are  striking 
trails  of  character,  common  to  those  bearing  the  name  in  this  country 
and  to  their  trans- Atlantic  ancestors.” 

“General  Nathaniel  Lyon  descended,  it  is  believed,  in  direct  male 
line,  from  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Lyon,  Knt.,  of  Auldbar,  Forfarshire,  North 
Britain,  who  was  designated  Master  of  Glamis,  brother  of  John,  8th 
Lord  Glamis.  Sir  Thomas  was  one  of  the  principal  agents  in  the  seizure 
of  King  James  VI.  at  the  Raid  of  Ruthren,  August  23^582.  Was 
banished  to  England.  Returned  again  to  Scotland,  and  with  the  Earls 
of  Angus  and  Mar,  seized  Sterling  Castle.  Again  fled  to  England.  Re¬ 
turned,  1585,  received  again  by  the  King  to  favor.  Appointed  Captain 
of  the  Guards,  High  Treasurer  of  Scotland,  and  Extraordinary  Lord  of 
Sessions.  Knighted,  1590.  Married,  1st,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Patrick, 
5th  Lord  Grey,  relict  of  Sir  Robert  Logan  of  Restalrig,  and  of  Alexander, 
5 ill  Lord  Howe.  Married,  2nd,  Euphemia,  4th  daughter  ofWm.  Doug¬ 
las,  Earl  of  Moreton. 
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The  Lyon  Family  of  Windham  County ,  CW/.  [April, 


Issue  :  John,  married  a  daughter  of  George  Gladstone,  Archbishop 
of  St.  Andrews. 

Anns. — Arg.  a  lion,  rampant,  az.  armed  and  langued,  within  a  double 
tressure,  flowered  and  counter-flowered,  gu.  crest.  A  lady  holding  in 
her  right  hand  the  Royal  thistle,  Ac.,  in  allusion  to  the  alliance  with  the 
daughter  of  the  King. 

Motto. — In  te,  Domine,  speravi. 

Political  and  civil  troubles  forced  several  members  of  this  family  to 
emigrate  to  New  England  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Thomas  and 
Ephraim  Lvon,  who  were  brothers,  came  in  Company.  General  Na¬ 
thaniel  descended  from  Ephraim.”  The  name  ”  Ephraim  ”  was  used  in 
three  successive  generations. 

3.  Ephraim*  Lyon  (Ephraim*,  Ephraim1).  Born  1737.  Settled  in  Ash¬ 
ford.  Conn.,  where  he  died  May  25,  1798.  “lie  served  for  twelve 
months  in  the  War  of  Independence,  and  afterwards  became  a  successlul 
farmer  and  lawyer  in  the  town  of  Ashford.  lie  married  Esther  Bennett. 


They  had  : 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 

iv. 

v. 


4. 


married  Keziah  Know! 


Nathan*,  born  April  29,  1 763  ;  married  Latimer  Badger,  17SS. 
Esther',  born  March  1,  1765;  married  Nathan  Burnham,  17S1. 
Ephraim',  born  March  15,  1767- 
Zerviah',  born  March  3,  1769. 

Amasa',  born  November  19,  1771 
ton,  January  3,  1805. 

vi.  Lucy',  born  December  24,  1773. 

vii.  Betsey',  born  June  25,  1776. 

viii.  Lois',  born  March  18,  1780. 

ix.  James',  born  May  11,  1784  ;  married  Polly  Trowbridge,  1808. 

4.  Amasa*  Lvon  (Ephraim',  Ephraim’,  Ephraim')  was  also  a  substan¬ 
tial  farmer  of  Ashford.  “  In  early  manhood  he  took  great  interest  in 
politics,  entering  zealously  into  the  ardent  contest  which  resulted  in  the 
elevation  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  presidency.”  He  died  April  11, 
1843.  He  married  Keziah  Knowlton,  January  3,  1803.*  I  hey  had  : 

i.  Amasa  Knowlton',  born  July  4,  1806  ;  died  August  28,  1822. 

ii.  Marcus',  born  July  3,  *809  ;  died  April  29,  1810. 

iii.  Ddotia*,  born  October  15,  1811  ;  married,  April  to,  1837, 

Jno.  W.  Trowbridge. 

iv.  Sophronia*,  born  January  4,  1813  ; 

v.  Lorenzo',  born  February  9,  1815. 

vi.  Elizabeth  Ann',  born  November 

Knowlton. 

5.  vii.  Nathaniel',  born  July  14,  1818. 
viii.  Daniel',  born  November  14,  1S19. 
ix.  Lyman*,  born  March  30,  1822. 

5.  Nathaniel*  Lyon  (Amasa*,  Ephraim’,  Ephraim’,  Ephraim1),  than 
whom  few  as  loyal  and  brave  ever  lived,  is  familiar  to  all  true  Americans. 
The  space  allotted  this  article  will  not  permit  a  sketch  of  his  lile  and 
services.  He  died  August  10,  1861,  at  the  Battle  of  Wilson  s  Creek,  in 
Missouri. 


married  Jno.  W.  Has'.er. 
8,  1816:  married  Elm. 


*  A  complete  description  of  the  maternal  ancestry  of  General  Nathaniel  I. yon 
(that  is,  the  Knowlton  family)  is  given  in  a  pamphlet  entuleil  “  Staiue  of  Colonel 
Thomas  Knowlton  ;  Ceremonies  at  the  Unveiling,”  published  1895  by  Case,  Lock- 
wood  &  Brainard  Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
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Jhc  I  yon  Fatuity  of  W'iuMum  Cuniy,  (\>un. 
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6  I  saial.*  I  .yon  (  ).  Itt.ri,  ,742.  Was,  in  all  ptob- 

atnlux,  a  mother  of  (3)  lphi;iimJ  I.ton.  I  lie-  nam<-  ..I  Naiali  |.\.,n 
appears  aiming  those  who  marched  I'mtn  llie  iow  11  .  I  Woodsioi  k  I . .1  ihe 
rehel  of  Boston  m  the  Lexington  alarm,  Ap.il,  1775.  Hc  ,1,^1 

.  I3;.,.  e’  'v,ll1  llis  "ik‘>  is  buried  m  Soiilli  \\  iiodsl.  a  1;,  Coi.ii.  lie 

married  Lltz.ibeih  -  (horn  1744).  Thev  had  (ai  k.isi) 

7.  i.  Luther  \V.  * 

7.  Luther  "’—‘Lyon*  (Isaiah’,  )  liu-d,  and  was 

probably  1mm,  m  that  part  ol  Woodstock,  Conn  ,  known  a,'Mi„;,vd 
111  .South  Woodstock.  1  Ie  was  a  wool-c.mioi.  and  a  small  factor*  now 
stands  where  Ins  mill  was.  lie  also  possessed  a  farm.  ll.s  middle 
name  may  have  been  Wells.  In  that  case  it  might  he  sale  to  a-snme  tint 
Ins  first  wife  (Nancy  Wells  f)  was  related  to  him  l.y  blood,  possibly  a  hist- 
cousin.  liis  signature  (as  it  appears  in  Ictlets  written  about  i.Sjo)  usu¬ 
ally  reads  “  Luther  W.  Lyon.”  On  the  fly-leaf  of  a  school-book 
enmled  “Geography  Made  Kasy,**  by  Jedidiah  Morse,  D.D.,  ,\  \  >.  (lll 
the  writer’s  possession),  published  in  Boston  in  the  year  i8u>'  t'hete 
appears,  m  a  large  open  hand,  this  inscription  ; 

Luther  \V.  Lyon,  juu'- 
Property 

Woodstock,  leby  201I1,  1 S 1 4 . 

Ilclow  this,  in  the  handwriting  of  Luther  Wells*  [.you,  appears  these 
words  ;  “my  bather’s  hand-writting.  ”  As  Luther  Wells*  Lyon  was,  in 

'  n4'ia  o' o°lb0y  °f,about  Uvelvc  >x’ars  t)f  age,  the  book  was,  undou’bt- 
edly  Ins  1  roperty/  and  the  use  of  the  turn  “Jun* 1”  would  seem  to 
imply  that  Ins  fathers  name  was  also  Luther  Ml//*  Lyon,  and  as  before 
remarked,  this  may  have  been  the  case.  An  old  tesident  of  Woodstock 
(now  living)  has  this  recollection  of  it.  Luther  W.'  L\  on  was  m  u- 
ned  twice  His  first  wife  was  Nancy  Wells  (who  may  have  been  related 
to  Inin  by  blood).  They  had  : 

i.  Luther  Wells*, J  born  May  6,  1802  ;  married  Martha  Ward- 
well  Fairfield,  February  27,  1831  ;  joined  l'utnam  Lodge, 
No.  46.  A.  I1.  (!c  A.  AI.,  town  ol  Woodstock,  Conn., 
November  1,  1837.  Certificate  of  tnembetship  shows 

Henry  Wells.  S.  Warden,”  probably  an  uncle.  Hied 

near  Bclhallo,  Madison  County,  Illinois,  - ,  _ 

it.  Isaiah*  Lyon,  born  February  9  (?),  1804  ;  manied  Mary 
B.  Hitchcock,  1S41.  Died  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  lanuarv 

23.  1S83. 

iii.  Nancy*,  married,  first,  a  “Johnson”;  married,  second  a 
Ketchum.” 


....  Luther  Wells*  Lyon  died  iu  1885;  in  his  will,  mode  in  Madison  founiy, 
Illinois,  July  7,  1SS5,  refers  to  his  grandparents  :  “  Khali  Lyon,  It, .m  i;42  Lli/a- 
helh  Ins  wife  horn  1744  died  in  So.  Woodstock.  Isaiah  Lyon  died,  Aug.  25,181 
t  Nancy  Wells  was  horn  April  17,  17S1,  and  died  January  3,  1815.  Ilei  father, 
llenry  Wells,  was  horn  January  28,  1 753  ;  did  October  14,  1823.  Her  niuihci 
Nancy  ShirililT  Well-,  horn  April  23,  1700,  died  Apul  24,  1815. 

I  Luther  Wells*  l.yon  (the  wiilev’s  maternal  grandfather)  ami  his  brother  Khali*, 
and  their  half-brother  George*  were,  according  to  an  oil ■  repeated,  and  undoubiedly 
line,  family  tradition,  third  cousins  of  General  Nathaniel  Lyon  in  the  direct  male 
line.  Therefore,  their  respective  paternal  grandfathers  were,  unoucsiionabl v 
brothers. 
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yf}  The  /.yon  Tirni/v  of  Windham  County ,  (\>nn.  [  A  | » i  i I . 

His  second  wife  was  Rebecca  Greene.  They  had  : 

i.  George  Greene*,  born  April  24,  1820  (taught  school  in  1  all 

River);  married  Frances  .Maria  Dunlap,  December  15, 

1847;  died  - . 

ii.  Amy  Ann*,  born  March  20,  1S1S  ;  mariied  -  Robiu>on  ; 

died  April  20,  1861. 

iii.  Rebecca  Greene*,  born  December  10,  1822  ;  married  a 

“Gibson”  ;  now  living  in  Brookfield. 

In  the  records  of  Windham  County  the  name  “  I.yon  ”  is  of  very 
frequent  occurrence,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  history  oi  that 
part  now  known  as  Ashford,  Woodstock,  and  Pornfret  townships.  Among 
the  earliest  recorded  appearances  of  the  name  is  about  the  time  ‘ '  Rox- 
bury’s  Colony”  was  established.  Alter  the  return  to  Roxburv  of  the 
men  who  had  been  sent  to  “  spy  out  Woodstock,"  and  alter  the  plans 
had  been  luily  discussed  and  “prayerfully  considered,”  articles  ol  agree¬ 
ment  were  drawn  up  on  July  2  1 ,  16^6.  Among  those  who  lullided  the 
agreement  and  took  personal  possession  of  land  in  the  “colony  ”  appear 
the  names  ol  William  Lyon,  Sen.,  Thomas  Lyon  and  William  Lyon, 
Jun.  William  Lvon,  Sen.,  and  certain  others,  “were  men  advanced  in 
years,  going  out  with  grown  up  sons  to  the  new  settlement,  leaving 
estates  behind  them.”  None  under  nineteen  years  of  age  were  admitted 
as  proprietors.  On  Saturday,  August  28,  if>86  (().  S. ),  the  company 
“  met  on  Plaines’  Hill  "  and  drew  lots  as  to  locations,  which  resulted  in 
Thomas  I.yon  securing  sixteen  acres.  William  Lyon,  Jun.,  lifteen  acres, 
and  William  Lyon,  Sen.  (jointly  with  Ebenezer  Cass),  the  “South  end 
of  Plaine  Hill,  bounded  east  by  common  land.”  “Thomas  Iyon’s 
house  was  occupied  by  the  first  of  November,  and,  doubtless,  others  were 
equallv  forward."  “In  1704,  the  first  school  house  was  built  on  the 
common  near  the  meeting  house,”  and  the  second  schoolmaster  reported 
is  Thomas  [yon.  The  writer  realizes  that  the  above  has  but  little  genea¬ 
logical  value,  and  presents  it  here  merely  to  allord  a  glimpse  at  the  early 
days  of  the  Lvon  family  in  Windham  County. 

The  Official  Register  of  Connecticut  men  in  the  Whir  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  shows  forty-five  bearing  the  name  of  “  Lyon,”  thus  demonstrating 
that  the  “  lighting  qualities  ”  of  the  family  had  not  degenerated  since  the 
days  of  its  ancient  progenitor,  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Lvon,  Knt. 

'I'he  nine  named  below  marched  from  the  town  ol  W'oodstock  “for 
the  relief  of  Boston,  in  the  Lexington  alarm,  April,  1775." 


Daniel  I.yon . . .  . . 

.Captain  .... 

Aniasa  “  . . 

.Corporal  . 

....15  . 

William  44  . . 

4  4 

_ 15  “  “ 

Isaiah  “  . 

.  Private  .  .  .  . . 

.  5  . 

Amos  I.yon . 

4  4 

.  4  . 

Khenezer  I  yon . 

44  .... 

.  5  . 

benjamin  I.yon . 

.Captain  . 

. <) . 

Stephen  1  yon . 

Lyman  Lyon . 

.  Private  .... 

.  5  . 

A  .a  Lyon,  from  Ashford. 

»  4 

. 14  . 

To  trace  all  the  numerous  branches  of  the  Lyon  family  would,  of 
course,  be  impossible.  Enough  has  probably  been  presented  to  allord 
assistance  to  some  subsequent  “  searcher  of  the  records.”  Mention  should 
not,  however,  be  omitted  here  of  the  genealogy  of  Asa  Iyon  of  Pomlret. 
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s  Jonathan1  I.von  probably  lived  in  R,  h  j,  |lLt.;v 

lli.U  In-  was  cliiv-ly  1C. ale. I  l. »  lliu  oilier  im-mb.-rs  •  .1  il.c  I  i,.|.  'n,  ih  i  ■ 
vn.n.U  mentioned  hen. -in.  lie  «a>  .named  twice,  and  I,  .d  m  ail 

M-vuiicen  i  Inldieli,  of  Imt  one  of  whom  ( l  Ml.  child )  c  an  ll.e  name  I,.' 
mm-  lueated.  I  n  second  wife  was  Rebecca  .Max lev.  1  l.ev  had  (at  1.  .mi 
9-  *•  Asa’,  born  December  31,  1763. 

9.  Ava*  I  a  on  (Jonathan1),  born  in  Bomba,  Conn.,  December  31  ,763 

A  111  a  11 11  sc rt | »t  sketch  of  his  life,  wiilten  by  a  |.ii|.i|  o|  Asa'  l.von  s  (R,v 
Janus  Dougherty),  states  that  "of  bis  paternal  ancestors  no  information 
1  ciii.i  1 11  s  f.ntlier  than  tins:  1  bey  came  Irorn  Ki, gland  to  Roxbuiv  at  an 
earlv  period  of  ll.e  settlement  ol  New .  Kngland.  "  .W  I.von  -pad,. and 
from  Dartmouth  College  m  1791.  Was  ordained  at  Sunderland,  .Mas. 
October  24,  17.72.  Removed  to  South  1  lero,  Grand  Me  Coiimv  Ver¬ 
mont  Was  appointed  Chief  Judge  of  that  coimtv  in  1  Sc?,  and' saved 
as  such  for  nine  years.  Was  elected  a  representative  from  Grand  Isle 
C.ounty  or  several  terms,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Kxeculne  Council  m 
i«°S  Fleeted  a  member  of  Congress  from  1815  k,  1817.  Was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Corporation  ol  the  University  of  Vermont,  from  i8.{  to  182. 
inclusive  lie  is  said  to  have  been  a  second-cousin  of  Rol  ert  Hums’ 
the  >cotch  poet.^  lie  was  for  many  years,  and  until  his  death,  an  able 
preacber  ol  the  C.ospel.  lie  published  sermons  and  patriotic  addresses. 
Died  at  booth  1  lero)  Vermont,  April  4,  141.  .Sketches  of  I, is  life  mav 
be  found  m  Walton’s  “Records  of  the  (Governor  and  Council  ”  (Ver- 
mont),  \  ol.  V.  pages  188  and  189;  also  2nd  Volume  Vermont  JiUtorical 
'  l<iX>i:me  article  •’Grand  Isle,"  by  Rev.  Simeon  1‘armelee,  and  in  the 
l  c>  mont  Chronicle  (published  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.)  for  November  28, 
1895.’  His  portraits  are  in  2nd  Volume  Vermont  IlisUical  Magazine 
rake’s  “  History  of  American  Biography, ”  and  Deining’s  “  CaUk.»ue  ’’’ 
lie  married  l.sther  Newell.  They  bad  :  '  ° 

i.  hstlier  ,  born  1799.  married  Daniel  Brown  ;  died  March  23 

1842. 

ii.  Abagail’,  born  1801,  married  Abijah  Haleb  ;  died  March 

18,  18S6. 

iii.  Newell4. 

1  rn,n'l,,OR.IT,KS  NOT  1>RKV|ol;sLY  Mkntiosk,..-"  1 1 istory  of  Windham  County, ’’ 
liy  Mien  l>.  I.arned  iWorcesrer,  Mass.,  1674):  l.anmau’.s  "  Dictionary  of  Cong. ess  ” 
elt.  ( l  larifor.l,  Conn.,  lS9S);  “  Life  of  General  Nathaniel  I. son  ”  (llarlfonl.  Conn  , 
isf>2),  by  die  late  Dr.  Aslibel  Wooibvard,  whose  son.  Mr.  I*.  II  Woodward  Set.e-' 
1  ary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Hartford  Hoard  of  Trade,  Hanford,  Conn. .  ha’s  most 
kindly  and  cheerfully  expended  permission  to  make  any  desired  quotations  from  ins 
father  s  work.  1  his  privilege  has  been  freely  used. 
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Till-  I. VOX.  FAMILY  OF  WINDHAM  Cnl  NTY. 
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iloiilimicil  imm  W.l.  XX  VI II..  |M^i*  ^ ,.  ..i  I  m  Ki 

..  ()l  i lio  character  ol  the  men  of  Koxburv,  we  lind  in  "  A  1  f i>ttirv  <>t 
U  invlii.im  County,  Connecticut,"  by  Miss  Ellen  D.  Darned  (WunckT, 
M.i-.-;..  i  -S~4 ),  this  testimonial  :  ‘•The  town  of  Koxburv  was  one  ol  the 
most  undent  ami  influential  in  Massachusetts  Colony.  ■  The  Koxbury 
|>eo|»le  were  the  best  that  came  from  England  ’  ami  tilled  many  of  the 
highest  offices  in  the  colonial  government.” 

''ince  the  article  published  in  the  Apiil  number  was  prepared,  Miss 
Darned  (who  resides  in  Thompson,  Conn.)  has  kmdlv  furnished  the  fol¬ 
lowing  genealogy  of  “the  first  William,”  which,  she  states,  is  bused  upon 
ext i at is  Iront  Mr.  Henry  A.  May  s  “(.enealogy  of  the  I. von  and  May 
Ktmilies  "  (as  yet  unpublished): 

•  i.  William1  Lyon  ol  Huton,  Middlesex,  England.  Had: 
i.  William". 
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2  William’  Lvon  (William1):  Came  fr..m  I.ymlon,  1^35  m  d.ip 
‘‘Hopewell,"  aged  14.  He  was  a  W  .-block  l‘.r“P»Jj"' 
removed  to  the  new  settlement  (“  UoNburv  s  (.  i>loii\  ).  He  died  m- 
Married  Sarah  Rubles,  June  17.  'ft4<*.  *  l>c.v  ha<  • 

i.  |olins,  born  April  10,  i*>4  7.  mairwA  Ah  ead  1«>  l>. 

3  ii.  TIionKh1,  burn  August  S,  164b.  married  Abigail  ‘-.nild. 

iii.  Samuel’.  v-  ‘^P  ‘  ‘  , 

iv.  William'.  vl-  Ju";ill,1an  ■  ....  ,  . 

Most  of  the  Lyon  families  of  Woodstock  arc  descended  Iron.  John 
V'Vhonm’'  I -von  (William',  William1):  Was  an  original  proprietor  and 

•i1  -  ...  .  iv  1  — ~  *  1 1  is  children,  liorn  in  W  ood'Ua  1., 
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scltlcr  ol  Woodstock. 

i.  Thomas',  baptized  1703-  Probable  .bed  in  infancy. 

ii.  Seth',  baptized  March  24,  1 7°-* - 1 

iii.  Gould',  baptized  February  14,  17^'- 
iv’  Noah',  baptized  December  2y,  1 7 « 

Miss  Lamed  adds  that  Mr.  May’s;  genealogy  mentions  another  son, 
Ephraim  ;  but,  if  correct,  Miss  Lamed  is  of  the  opinion  that  he-  must  hav  e 
been  a  son  by  an  earlier  marriage-lhat  is,  before  coming  to  Woodstock, 

for  the  reason  that  records  show  : 

Ephraim  Lyon  married  fust.  June  13,  1707,  Abigail  Cro>  .  , 

married  second,  July  4.  >723.  Mice  Lon. rami. 

This  would  seem  to  receive  support  Iro.n  the- fact  that  1  homa>  L  on 
was  advanced  in  years  when  lie  married  Abigail  Gould,  but  Miss  Lamed 
rather  inclines  \o  the  view  that  this  Ephraim  was  not  a  son  of  1  lmina. 
nor  perhaps,  even  closely  related  to  him,  hut  was  of  another  branch  ■ 
the 'family,  and  may  have  been  the  father  o  Ephraim  Lvon  ol  Ashlmd 

< horn  1747)  designated  in  April  number  as  Ephraim  Lton. 

(  'Ehe  Town  Cllrk  of  Ashlord  repo, is  that  the  name  of  Ephraim  Lyon 
does  not  appear  upon  Ashford  records  until  about  .775- 
hat  e  was  born  elsewhere,  possibly  Woodstock.  Records  of  Ashlord 
do  not  show  name  of  Isaiah  Lyon  at  all.  Miss  Lamed  advises  she 
cannot  find  record  of  birth  of  Isaiah  Lyon  in  Woodstock.  Prohat, In  hoD 


»  In  the  land  distribution  of  1724  thirty-one  and  one-half  acre,  of  land  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  die  heirs  of  Thomas’  l.yon.  deeded  to  “  Pay-son  "  ih.ny- 

i  L,von  removed  to  Ashford  and,  in  173j»  i  r  \  k 

S»»j  Division  loml  hid  ...  .0  hi.  t«h.,.  I-  —1, 
ford  sl>ow  the  chilUreH  .(Sell.*  lo  l.ave^becM^ 

4  Mr  lf^nrv  A  Mav  whose  present  address  is  No.  47  Horence  street,  me  in 

-an  1  ••  Di'iofy  i™.„  „,v> 

the  family.’  .T 
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The  I  van  Family  of  Windham  Counly,  Conn. 


THE  LYON  FAMILY  OL  WINDHAM  COUNTY, 
CONNECTICUT. 

]! v  Eugene  F.  McPike,  Chicago,  Ii.unois. 

(Continued  (rum  Tiik  Rkcokii,  Vol.  XXVIII.,  page  ijj- i) 

Those  interested  in  the  ancestry  of  the  Hon.  Sir  '1  homas  Lyon, 
Knt.,  of  Auldbar,  Forfarshire,  North  Britain,  will  find  in  Burke's  “  1'ccr- 


|  |  |>is  affords  an  opportunity  lo  correct  a  lew  small  eirors  in  ihe  Uecord  fur 
October,  tSy7  :  Page  235,  next  to  last  line,  should  read  ‘•Heaton"  or  “Heston"  instead 
of  "  Haton. ”  The  name  of  William*  should  have  been  pieceded  by  reference 
figure  “  2.”  Page  236,  reference  figure  “  3"  should  have  been  placed  before  name 
of  ii.  Thomas’,  instead  of  before  i.  John*.  Page  237.  '  hife  ol  Gen.  M.  l.)on 
should  read  “Gen.  N.  I.yon.”  In  the  Index  to  Vol.  XXVIII.,  page  20O,  the  final 
“s”  should  be  eliminated  fionr  the  name,  which  should  read  “  Martha  \\  .  r  air- 
field;1  in  ale  ad  of  11  Fairficlds.” 


,7  YMYJ  I n.V  /A  if  lO  y.n V.J1  Y.Ol  l  Mi  1' 
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ago,  Haronetage  and  Knightage,"  under  the  head  of  ••  Strathmore."  a 
lineage  tracing  hack  to  Kenneth  I.,  who  reigned  about  *50  \  w.  ( )| 
the  latter,  Robert  the  Urin  e,  himself,  was  a  direi  t  descendant,  and  as 
Queen  Victoria  is  a  lineal  descendant  from  Robert  the  liruce,  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  lion.  Sir  Thomas  I. yon.  Km.,  are  related  b\  blood  to  the 
reigning  families  of  not  only  Kngland  bill  of  Germany  and  other  1  outl¬ 
ines  as  well.  Sir  Thomas's  progenitor,  Sir  John  Turn  |>im  ol  |olm 
Do  I.yon  of  Fortevoit),  married  Isobel,  a  daughter  of  King  Robert  II., 
ot  Scotland  (founder  of  the  I  louse  of  Stuart),  who  was,  therefore,  a 
great  granddaughter  of  Robert  the  liruce.  ... 

Jt  has  also  been  said  that  President  William  McKinley  K  the  thirtv- 
sccond  or  thirty-third  in  descent  from  Malcolm*  who  killed  Mai  both, 
and  Malcolm  was  a  direct  ancestor  of  Robert  the  liruce. 

An  interesting  sketch  of  “  General  Nathaniel  Lyon  and  the  l  ight 
for  Missouri"  is  contained  in  The  Midland  Monthly  (Dos  Moines, 
Iowa)  for  August,  1897. 

The  will  |  of  Isaiah®  Lyon,J  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  was  probated 
December  27,  1813,  in  the  District  of  Pom  fret.  In  it  are  named  his 
children:  Alvan*,  Rufust*,  Peasly*  (son),  “my  daughter,  Betsey1 
Holies’’  (probably/  married),  and  the  son  Luther  W.‘  Lyon  was  made 
residuary  legatee  and  sole  executor.  The  witnesses  were  John  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  Amasa  Carroll,  and  Joseph  Albee,  Jr.,  who  subsequently  made 
the  usual  acknowledgment  before  one  of  their  own  number,  Joint  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Captain  (later 
General)  Samuel  McClellan,  whose  name  appeared  in  Tin.  Recukd, 
October,  1897,  page  237,  as  “  McClelland,’’  in  error. 

A  letter  dated  Woodstock,  July  11,  1841,  written  by  Luther  W.‘ 
Lyon  to  his  son,  Luther  W.‘  Lyon,  contains  this  item  :  "  I  would  men¬ 
tion  thg  death  of  your  Uncle  Alvin  who  died  last  March  after  a  short 
sickness.  He  died  at  Stafford  |  word  here  illegible]  w  ith  his  family." 

Mr.  N.  D.  Skinner,  'Town  Clerk,  N.  Woodstock,  Conn.,  teporis 
under  date  of  April  19,  1897,  record  of  Isaiah  Lyon,  born  January  29, 
1743,  son  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  ;  also  another  son  of  Aaron,  Jona¬ 
than,  born  April  26,  1741.  This  Isaiah  I.yon  could  hardly  have  been 
Isaiah’,  as  the  latter  is  supposed  (with  good  reason,  as  shown)  to  have 
been  a  brother  of  Ephraim’  Lyon  (of  Ashford)  and,  therefore,  a  son 
of  Ephraim’,  and  not  of  “Aaron.”  'The  parentage  of  Isaiah’  and 
Ephraim’  is,  apparently,  a  difficult  problem  to  demonstrate  definitely. 

Addenda. — Mr.  Eben  Putnam,  genealogist,  Salem,  Mass.,  asserts 
that  there  was  but  the  one  Lyon  family  in  Wyndham  County,  and  that 
its  ancestors  came  from  Roxbury,  Mass.  ;  therefore  General  Nathaniel 
Lyon  was  a  descendant  of  “  the  first  William  "  Lyon,  who  came  over 
from  England  in  the  ship  JJopewfll.  In  addition,  Mr.  Henry  A.  May, 
of  47  Florence  Street,  Roslindale,  Mass,  (who  is  probably  the  best 
authority  on  the  Lyon  family  in  America),  makes  the  positive  slate- 

*  Duncan  Mac  Dull? 

f  For  a  copy  of  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  the  will  of  Latah1  Lyon,  the 
writer  is  indebted  to  his  third  cousin,  S.  I.yon  Weybuin,  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  who 
is  a  grandson  of  Isaiah’  I.yon. 

J  The  "Hessian  shot-gun"  mentioned  in  the  Record,  Vol.  XXVIII.,  page 
237,  is  now  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Martha  II.®  (I.yon)  Rreuitt,  of  Rclhallo,  Madison 
County,  Illinois  (a  daughter  of  Luther  \V.‘  I.yon). 
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‘  h.Mvdy  that  the  said "nrM  William"  I., . .  klnlmrv  descended 

Iron.  Sir  Adam  l.yon,  kn.ght,  lirst  son  of  John  de  l.von.  leudal  Harm. 
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•>o.  .  I  v tidal  llaron  of  hortevoil).  was  ancestor  of  the  Karl,  of  Strath- 

norv.  A  I  this  is  somewhat  m  line  with  the  traditions  referred  to  |,v 
the  late  |)r  Ashliel  \oodward,  and  reprinted  in  Tin;  K.cok,,  f,/r 
A|-rd,  i.Sy7>  Hut  Mr.  Henry  A.  May  advice,  that  the  said  published 
lineage  (New  \  ork  iSSt)  is  one  that  has  not  been  ronfiruied  or  proven. 
•  \s  to  its  accuracy  the  writer  cannot  say. 
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ROMANCE  OF  GENEALOGY 


CHAPTER  IX 

LYON,  \VELLS,  FAIRFIELD  AND  TIIURBER  FAMILIES 

T^VR.  ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  in  his  Life  of  General  Nathaniel 
I  1  Lyon  (Hartford,  1862)  says  that  unquestionably  our  New  Eng- 
** — *  land  Lyons  are  derived  from  the  noble  family  of  that  name  in 
North  Britain,  from  whom  are  descended  the  Earls  of  Strathmore. 
Various  attempts  by  different  investigators,  to  confirm  this  alleged  rela¬ 
tionship,  have  been  made  in  vain.  It  is  not  easy  to  cite  any  conclusive 
evidence  touching  the  ancestry  of  one  William  Lyon,  who,  aged  14 
years,  emigrated  from  London,  on  the  II  ofenell,  to  Boston,  in  1635* 
He  settled  in  Roxbury;  became  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company;  married  Sarah  Ruggles  (born  in  England,  April 
19,  1629),!  and  died  about  May  21,  1692,  leaving  issue,  inter  aha,  John 
Lyon,  born  in  Roxbury,  in  April,  1647,  died  January  15,  1703,  having 
married  May  10,  1670,  Abigail  Polley  (born  June  4,  1654;  died  Jan. 
15,  1703),  by  whom  he  had: — 

William  Lyon,  horn  in  Roxbury,  Sept.  15,  1675;  died  in  Wood- 
stock,  Connecticut,  Sept.  17,  1741;  married,  Nov.  8,  1699,  first, 

Deborah  Colborn  (died  April  18,  1714,  aged  34),  by  whom  he  had: — 

Aaron  Lyon,  born  in  Woodstock,  January  11,  1706-7;  died  May 
24,  1746;  married,  secondly,  about  April  9,  I74°>  Elizabeth  Allen,  by 
whom  he  had :- — 

Isaiah  Lyon,  born  in  Woodstock,  Jan.  29,  1743;  died  in  South 
Woodstock  (“Quasset”)  Aug.  25,  1813;  was,  undoubtedly,  identical 
with  the  Isaiah  Lyon,  private,  in  Captain  Samuel  McClellan’s  company, 


3^ 


ROMANCE  OF  GENEALOGY 


of  Woodstock  (“36  horses  rode”)  in  the  Lexington  Alarm,  April, 
1775.  Among  family  heirlooms  is  a  Hessian  gun  said  to  have  been 
used  by  him  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  This  relic  will  presumably 
pass  into  the  hands  of  his  descendant,  Mr.  Charles  LcRoy  Goulding, 
a  jeweler,  of  Alton,  Illinois.  Isaiah  Lyon  married  October  24,  1765, 
Sibyl  Ranney,  by  whom  he  had: — 

Luther  Wells  Lyon,  senior,  born  in  South  Woodstock;  died  about 
1851;  married,  first,  Nancy  Wells,  his  cousin,  by  whom  he  had,  inter 
alia: — 

Luther  Wells  Lyon,  junior,  born  in  South  Woodstock,  May  5, 
1802;  was  a  Free  Mason;  migrated  to  Illinois  about  1840;  died  not 
intestate  near  Bethaito,  Madison  County,  Illinois,  July  30,  1885.  He, 
like  others  of  the  family;  was  buried  in  the  private  cemetery  on  the 
farming  estate  of  his  son-in-law,  the  late  Wiley  G.  Preuitt,  near  Beth- 
alto.  This  cemetery  was  afterwards  publicly  dedicated  by  the  latter, 
as  now  appears  of  record  in  Book  No.  74,  page  379  of  the  County  Re¬ 
corder  s  office  at  Edwardsville.  According  to  family  tradition  and  in¬ 
deed  from  his  own  lips,  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  junior,  was  a  third  cousin 
of  the  brave  General  Nathaniel  Lyon  who  served  in  the  Mexican  War 
and  whose  firm  stand  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  saved  Missouri  to 
the  Union,  but  at  the  cost  of  his  life,  at  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek,  in 
1861.  Owing  to  some  possible  differences  in  the  method  of  determin¬ 
ing  cousinships,  it  is  not  quite  certain  whether  their  respective  grand¬ 
fathers  were  brothers  or  first  cousins.  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  junior, 
married  February  27,  1831,  Martha  Wardwell  Fairfield  (died  in  1870) 
by  whom  he  had  issue  several  children,  including: — 

Nannie  Louise  Lyon,  born  in  Woodriver  township,  near  Alton, 
Illinois,  February  8th,  1844;  married  Henry  Guest  M’Pike,  of. Alton, 
October  12,  1869,  and  had  issue  one  only  child: — 

Eugene  Fairfield  McPike,  born  in  Alton,  July  18,  1870;  married 
at  Chicago,  September  2nd,  1895,  Ada  Florence  Denton;  only  surviving 
daughter  of  John  Denton  and  Elizabeth  Waddingham,  his  second  wife. 

********* 

Nancy  Wells  (the  first  wife  of  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  senior)  was 
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born  April  17,  1781,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1815.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Wells  (born  Jan.  28,  1753;  died  Oct.  14,  '823)  and  Nancy 
Shirtlitf,  his  wife  (born  April  30,  1760;  died  April  24,  1815). 

Martha  Wardwcll  Fairfield,  wife  of  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  junior, 
was  a  daughter  of  David  L airfield  (born  about  1778!  died  about  1817) 
of  Woodstock,  and  Hannah  Thurber  (born  about  1781,  perhaps  in 
1'rovidence,  R.  I.),  his  wife,  who  were  married  in  Providence,  Dec.  7, 

1 797.  Hannah  I  hurber’s  father  was  William  I  hurber,  of  1  rovidence, 
who  became  later  a  merchant  in  New  York.  David  L airfield  anil  Han¬ 
nah,  his  wife,  had  several  children,  from  one  of  whom  is  descended  Mrs. 
Carrie  Corbin  (born  Fairfield),  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cor¬ 
bin  were  married  near  Woodstock,  Connecticut,  at  a  point  on  the  hills 
overhanging  Putnam’s  famous  wolf-den,  which  the  present  writer,  as 
a  boy,  visited  about  1878,  during  a  brief  sojourn  in  New  England  with 
his  mother  and  maternal  grandfather. 


NOTES 


“Lyon  Memorial,”  Vol.  i.,  by  A.  B.  Lyom,  M.D.;  Detroit,  Michigan,  1906. 

H York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record ,  Vol.  xxviii.,  pages  7S~79d  m  *37, 
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GENEALOGY  OF  DAVID  FAIRFIELD,  OF  WOODSTOCK, 

CONN. 

I  he  Fairfield  family  is  supposed  to  be  of  French  origin  ;  the  name 
is  said  to  be  from  Beauchamp. 

1  he  first  Fairfield  was,  at  one  time,  according  to  family  tradition,  a 
large  land  holder  in  the  town  of  Woodstock.  He  was  married  twice. 
By  first  wife  had  (at  least)  : 

2.  i.  3  David.  . , 

2.  3  David  Fairfield  (- — -1)  :  In  the  “Vital  Records  of  Rhode  Island,” 
yd.  VIE,  page  428,  under  heading  of  “Elder  James  Wilson's  mar¬ 
riages,”  appears  this  statement :  “  David  Fairfield  of  Woodstock,  Conn., 


■ 


and  Hannah  Tlnirhcr,  of  Providence,  K.  I  ,  pub.  lit  Rev.  Mr.  Si.ow  in 
Conn,,  in.  I  )«_•<'.  7,  I797-”  They  were,  ai  the  lime  of  this  event,  trim  t<  1  11 
and  sixteen  years  of  ago,  respectively.  David'  Fairfield  dud  tu.mv 
years  Inter,  leaving  his  widow  with  nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  10 
reach  maturity.  Children  were  : 

i.  5  Mary,  horn  - ;  marr.ied  Nathan  Kit  hmond. - ;  died 

January  27,  1X62,  aged  (>_]  years. 

ii.  ’Jason  Williams,  horn  August  30,  1X00;  married  Hannah 

Dana  Chandler,  December  27,  1X25  ;  died  June,  1X7  5. 

iii.  ’  i’rudence  (“  1’rudy  "),  horn - ;  died  Man  h  X,  1539, 

aged  36  ;  unmarried. 

iv.  ’Martlia  Ward  well  (“Patty”),  horn - 1  Ho.j  ;  married 

I.uther  Wells  Lyon,  February  27,  1X31;  died  Maj  21, 

.1S70,  in  Madison  County,  111. 

v.  ’  Lucy  Ann,  horn  July  16,  1806  ;  married  Thomas  Williams, 

December  2X,  1825  ;  died  April  12,  1S79. 

vi.  ’Hannah  Thurber,  horn  January  26,  tXoh;  married  Frank- 

I  lin  Nichols,  Hanker,  October  17,  1X39;  died  July  15, 

1S94,  in  Norwich,  Conn. 

vii.  ’  David,  born - ;  died  - ;  unmarried. 

viii.  ’C.eorge,  horn  - ;  now  living  in  Salinas,  Cal. 

i\.  ’John  Thurber,  horn  - ;  married  Mary  Catherine  Wat¬ 
kins  - ;  died  August  19,  1XX6. 

Note. — The  f n  1 1 1  e r  of  Hannah  Thurber,  William  Thurber,  removed  from  Rhode 
Island  to  New  Vork  City,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  in  Tnnhiig 

Slip.  He  had  two  (laughters  living  in  New  York  ;  one,  named  Lydia,  marned  an 

*•  Andeison  ”  (an  importer  of  line  cloths)  ;  the  oilier  daughter  married  a  “Murray, 
who,  according  to  family  tradition,  had  n  large  tailoring  establishment. 

Non-".. — ‘live  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Amos  Terry,  Secretary  and  Librarian  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  for  the  information  that  a  ten-paged  pamphlet 
“Genealogy  of  Thurber  Family”  (published  some  lime  since),  “contains  no  Will¬ 
iam  of  ihe  proper  age  to  have  been  the  father  of  Hannah  who  married  I*.  Taiilield, 
of  Woodstock,  Conn.”  Mr.  Terry  adds  that  the  "Thuibers"  came  from  town  of 
Rehoboth,  Mass.  , 

No  it.— u  Jason  Williams  Fairfield  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  (  aroline  (T  airfield) 
C01  bin,  the  talented  authoress  and  writer  of  Chicago,  one  of  whose  sons,  John  Corbin, 
Esq.,  is  an  Associate  Editor  of  //<o/Vr’j  _ 

Note — The  genealogy  of  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  husband  of  Martha  Ward  well  fair- 
field,  was  given  in  The  KecokO  for  April  and  October,  1697,  in  articles  entitled 
“The  Lyon  Family  of  W'indham  County,  Connecticut.” 
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CLARENCE  W.  BOWEN 
BALD  HILL 

WOODSTOCK.  CONNECTICUT 


Mr.  E.  T.  NacPike 

135  East  Eleventh  Place 

Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Mi'.  Macpike: 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  letter  of 
October  2°th ,  and  was  interested  in  all  yon  say. 


It  is  impossible  for  me  to  nse  any  Corbin 


material.  My  Genealogy  of  the  Corbin  Pamily  appears'  in  Volume 
IV,  copy  of  which  I  am  anxious  to  buy  for  several  libraries  which 
neglected  to  make  a  purchase  when  Volume  IV  was  issued. 

Volumes  I,  II,  III,  and  IV  are  all  sold,  and 
I  have  just  heard  from  the  printers  that  two  copies  only  remain 
of  the  entire  edition  of  Volume  V,  issued  in  June.  I  recently 


bought  a  copy  of  Volume  III. 


I  enclose  clippings  from  the  Boston  Trans¬ 


cript  of  a  review  of  Volume  III  and  also  a  review  of  Volume  V. 


,  i 


As  you  are  interested  in  Genealogy,  I  am 


perfectly  willing  to  send  you  a  copy  of  either  Volume  III  or 
Volume  V.  I  bought  Volume  III  recently  for  some  library,  and 
naturally  would  like  to  get  the  two  volumes  into  libraries  which 
have  failed  to  purchase  the  same.  If  what  I  have  above  written 
meets  with  your  approval,  I  will  ask  The  Plimpton  Press,  Norwood, 
Mass.,  to  send  either  one  or  both  copies,  namely  Volumes  III  and 
V,  to  you  at  once,  and  to  send  a  bill  to  you,  at  $15.00  for  each 
volume,  on  January  1st,  which  you  can  pay  at  your  convenience  on 
or  before  January  31st.  ..h; 


%~'f'  the  prbper  folder,  -so  that  when  I  get  to  the  Lyon  and  Wells 
’.:i  -  i  Families,  I  can  write  to  the  persons  you  kindly  mention. 


#  i  ,  •  J 

i  I  shall  put  your  letter  of  October  28th  in 


>  y  '■  h  ■ 

1 Sincerely  yours, 


TUCmTJ  ihod  .xdo  roooow 
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ROBERT  E.  HARRIS 


••  *Kb'.  A 


F0H7V  OF  WOODSTOCK 
Connecticut. 


j,P.  O.  ADOKIM 
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*1  4VtUK,  «.NN. 
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November  14,  1933* 

.Mrj  E.  r.  MaoPike, 

-■’■'  Ivvl35  East  Eleventh  Plaoe,  ‘  ,  * 

fe^oLloago,  ^ 

.;i;4 1  111  no  la, 

|$rdf  Dear  Sir:. 

Your  letter  written  sometime  about  the  1st  of  October  of 
feti)'1'  this  'year  desiring  Information  as  to  the  ancestry  of  one  HENRY  WELLS 
j^',\![Y;and  his  wife  NANCY  8HIRTLIFF  was  duly  received  by  me  but  placed 
-  *  with  other  papers*  This  day  in  sorting  these  papers  I  discovered 
[hvMiY ,your  letter  and  have  been  looking  through  the  Woodstock  Vital 

Statistics  in  order  to  report,  to  you.  No  doubt  you  realize  that 
,  4  l1,  previous  to  1SS0  no  pains  were  taken  about  births,  marriages  and 
jl  i  deaths  by  the  authorities /that  Is  to  have  them  recorded  as  the 
Statutes  paid  but  scant  heed  to  ;the  matter.  Hence,  the  vital 

1  .  statistics  of  Woodstook  which  oover  the  period  from  16S6  down  to 
present. time  but  especially  up  to  1&S0  do  not  always  oontain  the 
|  j  .desired  information.  I  do  know  a  Mr.  Henry  T.  Wells  who  resides 
,;.j  in,  the  Town  today.  .  Has  one  sister.  Mr.  Wells,  I  think,  is  over 
70'years  of  age.  His  stster  is  older.  His  father's  name  was 
VErastus  Wells,  and  I  think  his  grandfather's  name  was  Henry  Wells. 


Now  in  looking  over  the  records  I  do  not  find  the  Henry 
i/you  refer  to  and  the  name  of  Shirtliff  does  not  appear  in  any 
;;?of,(the  records.  <  \f  ,  it.  1 

H,¥  Am  quite‘(  sure  if  you  address  a  letter  to  Henry  T.  Wells, 

South  Woodstock,,  Conn.  ;j  he  will  be  quite  sure  to  give  you  some 
information  or  give  you  the  name  of  some  one  that  can  get  the 
*  Jmf, information  for  you. 


*  *  £ 

■ 

m 
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Very  truly  yours , 


,»■  j 
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Myron  C.  Taylor,  F.  G.  B.S., 

President  tod  Trustee 
>A  MU KL  ViRrLANCE  HOFFMAN,  F.G.B.S., 
III  Vice  President  tnd  Truitce 
Lbonor  Kti»N»L  Loan.  A.  O.  B.  S.% 
lod  Vice  President  tod  Truaice 
ohm  Reynolds  Totten,  F.  O.  B.  S., 

Jrd  Vice  Prv*ldeoi  and  Truilea 
iaNav  Koccaa  Winthrof, 

*th  Vice-President  and  Trustee 
Ilrxander  McMillan  VVrlch,  F.G.B.S.. 
Chairman  ol  the  Eiecutive  Committee, 
Secrets r  j  and  Tiutlee 
Ellsworth  Eviritt  Dwight,  F.G.B.S., 
Treasurer  and  Trustee 
>  SR  A  H  A  M  HaTFIILU.  F.  G.  B.  S., 

Librarian  and  Trustee 
LRica  HuatRLL  Man, 

Registrar  ol  Pedigrees  and  Trustee 
William  Hull  Browning,  F.  G.  B.  S., 
Trustee 

>hn  S  Rooms,  Trustee 
uv  Van  AMRlNGt.  Trustee 
>hn  Milton  Gardnrr,  Trustee 
HAtLBS  Stillman.  Trustee 
William  Henry  Wiluams,  Trustee 
•  Assistant  Treasurers 
itARAM  HATFIELD 

leeander  McMillan  Wblch 
redbrick  Piter  De  Witt 

j  executive  committee 

ke  President  and  Treasurer,  tx  tffuio 

lexamdur  McMillan  Welch.  Chairman 

braham  Hatfield 

William  Hull  Brownino 

eney  Rogers Winthrof 

«r  Reynold*  Totten 


rsuurcaa  an  cximinuiucaiioiis  to  tne  Society. 


122-124-126  East  58™  Street,  New  York  City 


Telephone,  Wickersham  2 -8532 


February  1 , 1934 . 
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John  khvsoi.ii>  Totun,  Editor 
Howard  S  I*  K  \m>4  i .  ,-t  xsociitte  Edt/o 
Ai>x\m-i  k  Mi  Mni  \n  Whi (  it.  Cliairin.i 
ol  ilit-  K  \icui  ivc  Com  lull  tec.  €\  ojficu 
Amoji  Cankih.ii,  M  I). 

In  h  \  .  l.K  l-  HillTON  Sl‘  I-  NO  H  MolNihV 
A.  J  !•.  V  \N  l.AlvH 

Conk i  in  Mann 

bVMUKl.  CoTI*  WoKTIltN 
II  l.l  \  M  J  Hott  si  an 

C>M  MITT  I-  h  ON  k  hs*  ARCH 
i*.<  I  i  I  o  r .  ( ho  i  rin  a  it 
Associate  Kiiitor,  Vice  Chairman 
MHb  JoSI-rillNH  C.  I’KUST  T 

Miss  1 1 hi  in  Wu  kinmin  Reynolds 
Richard  Wtiiithk 

MlSS  I'-DNA  L  J,\(  UliSTN 
Mks.  Edith  V\n  Hi  us  in  Bkckkk 
Mrs.  I. ii  a  James  Roney 
Mrs  I  >e  Witt  Van  Bukhn 
Miss  Rosalie  I* hi  lows  Bailey 
M  EL VII  I  h  \V.  Lhl  llbKIDC.h 


.  ! 

bUm-'’  Mr.  E.  F.  Mac  Pike, 


mjrfi-y:  135  East  11th  Place, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Kfc*i&%foear  Mr.  Pac  Pike: 

.'■V.  ill  V.'h  i  ' 

*  I  ■ 


Wfi. 


thank  you  for.  sending  oe  a  photo  sit  t  copy 
the  Lyon  Family.  I  will  compare  al  1  t  lie  nan  e  s  unc  cates 

{l^^ftwith  the,  genealogy  of  the  Lyon  Family,  I  au  preparing  foi  the 

Hist  OJy  of  hoodstock  in  order  to  add  names  one  dates  on  ;.iy  coy 

Vlf. 


which  I  assure  you,  we  are  glad  to 

With  manv  thanks  fo 

.  V? 


I  will  then  turn  over  your  photostat  copy  as  a  pi  ft 
front.  you  to  the  New  York  Gene aloyica  1  me  hio^n  phicsl  society, 

"  have . 


With  many  thanks  for  you r  coprtesy,I  an, 

Sincerely  yours, 


<3-CCa-£ 
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Southbridge,  Mass.,  IT.  S.  A.  January  JO,  19o4. 


Mr.  Eugene  Fairfield  UucPike, 

155  Eust  Eleventh  Tlace, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir: 

Replying  to  your  circular  communication  under  date 
of  January  22nd.  The  family  history  data  compiled  some  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Edwin  P.  Wells,  nephew  of  ray  father,  George  .  Wells, 
has  never  been  published.  We  have  personally  had  compiled, 
however,-  in  manuscript  form,  record  taken  from  his  data  which 
we  would  be  glad  to  show  you  should  you  at  any  time  find  it 
convenient  to  call  here  to  see  it. 

‘-’ince  compilation  we  have  undertaken  through  the 
Colleg.e  of  Arms  in  London  and  otherwise,  to  verify  and  complete 
the  record  as  to  Nathaniel  Wells,  first,  to  confirm  that  he  was 
actually  the  original  ancestor,  and  second,  his  place  of  birth 
and  date  in  England.  Lome  doubt  as  to  Nathaniel  ..ells  and  his 
English  connections  has  been  suggested  by  individuals  with  whom 
I  have  communicated  in  the  last  year  or  so,  and  therefore  it  is 
my  desire  to,  if  possible,  straighten'  out  this  question. 


blidrfhroR 


' 


r 


■ 
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Southbridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.  February  6,  1934. 


Mr.  Eugene  F.  MacPike, 

135  East  Eleventh  Place, 

Chicago ,  Ill . 

Dear  Sir: 

A'his  will  acknowledge  your  letter  of  February  3rd  to 
Mr.  J.  C.  Fells  who  has  gone  South  for  about,  two  months. 

Mr.  Y/ells  and  his  brothers  have  known  Mr.  Clarence  W. 
Bowen  of*  noodstock  for  many  years,  and  I  believe  they  know  that 
he  is  preparing  genealogies  of  the  bells  family. 

i 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  name  of  your  friend,  Ur.  Pialph 
J.  Beevor  of  London,  which  I  shall  refer  to  Ur.  bells  upon  his 
return.  He  may  wish  to  look  up  Ur.  B'eevor  sometime  when  he  is 
in  London. 


Referring  to  the  Vjells  pedigree,  I  do  find  Capt.  Henry 
Wells  and  his  wife,  Nuncy  Shirtliff,  and  their  daughter,  Nancy, 
born  April  17,  1781,  who  married  Luther  Lyon.  He  died  January 
3,  1815.  These  facts  are  the  only  ones  given  on  the  chart.  Ur. 
wells  line,  of  course,  is  traced  through  Capt.  Henry  bells,  his 
son  John  hard  hells  and  his  son,  Geo.  W.  Wells  who  was  the  father 
of  Mr.  J.  Cheney  Wells. 


The  book  containing  the  manuscript  weighs  several  pounds 
and  the  sheets  number  considerably  over  100.  It  would  bo  necessary 
to  have  Ur.  Wells'  permission  to  photostat  this  mss. 

If  you  care  to  send  Ur.  ‘Wells  a  copy  of  your  note  on  the 
‘Wells  families  in  Massachusetts  which  you  sent  to  the  London  "Notes 
and  Queries"  I  believe  Mr.  Wells  would  be  glad  to  have  it. 


Yours  very  truly. 
Secretary  to  Mr.  J. 


T 


0.  Wells 
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Southbridge,  Mass.,  II.  S.  A.  February  it,  l'j.bt. 


Mr.  Eugene  F.  MacPike, 

135  East  Eleventh  Place, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  carefully  read  over  the  notes  you  kindly  sent 
with  yours  of  the  9th,  and  in  answer  to  your  request  lor 
information  on  the  tv/o  Thomases  in  question,  I  have  made  copies 
of  the  charts  on  these  two  Thomases  which  were  sent  to  Mr.  ..ells 
by  the  Gollege  of  Arms  in  London.  Mr.  bells'  line  is  neither 
of  these  Thomases,  and  if  your  ancestor  was  Henry  .ells  of 
,  V.oodstock  who  appears  on  Mr.  Wells'  chart,  they  are  not  of  your 
line  either. 

\  jl  ( 

The  data  on  Howard  Wells  I  believe  I  am  not  acquainted 
with,  neither  have  I  seen  this  information  in  the  data  on  Mr. 
Wells'  line. 

v 


Yours  very  truly, 


1 


See  Notes  and  Queries,  London,  1933,  vol.  165,  p#  335 
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?  EuSene  F*  MacPike, 

^VjV.^155  East  Eleventh  Place, 


J  Chicago,  Ill. 


I 


r  ii  v  ,1  .My  dear  I.lr.  MacPike: 

'? tevC  .  I  hope  you  Will  pardon  my  delay  in  nnswering  your 

|p-|i.tter  of  the  lfth. 

■ , '1; : i  '  Th.  copy  of  the  LYON  chart  was  received  on  the  23rd, 

['■  for  which  I  thank  you.  Do  you  wish  this  returned?  Ii  so 
i  I  can  take  a  copy  and  insert  it  in  the  Wells  Family  history 

-[/’at  the  right  place.  I,  ,, 

f,\  -i -S  r  j}  ■  i- 

fv m  ■'!>''  In  the  absence  of \  Mr.  Wells  I  have  taken  the  liberty 

y  ' :  copy  in  g  for  you  all  the  data  which  appears  on  the  ».ells  chart, 
jvi  ^I^Although  it  is  not  in  chart  form  it  is  complete,  and  I  hope  will 
.be  of  some,  help  to  you. 


. ! 


.V  ' 


As  to  the  Henry  YJells  family  bible,  I  do  not  know 
hv:;V'^ where  it  is,  but  in  looking  over,  the  Wells  history  I  have  found 
ji|  copies  of  records  from  this  bible  which  I  enclose  herev/ith. 


I  am  also  enclosing  copy  of  information  given  on 
He'nry  'Wells  of  the  Sixth  Generation. 


lours  very  truly. 
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Southbridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A 


•  March  C, 


Mr.  Kuj’ene  i  .  MncPike, 
135  Last  11th  Place, 
Chicago,  Til. 


My  dear  Mr.  MacPiko: 


2U33523 


Answering  your  letter  of  March  2nd,  1  nm  SOrrv  tint  T 
an,  unable  to  give  you  any  information  which  Jill  help  you  to 
determine  whether  Haney  Kells  and  Luther  Wells  Lyon  we're  "cousin-" 
follows?  ref0r,nce  t0  Luth"  Ly°"  in  the  -hells  llLtory  Is  ns 


Greenw1ehC3,"''erl6’i  b°rn  Apr11  17  ’  1781'  Rn<l  dled  ln  £nst 
Greenwich,  a.  I.  January  3,  1815.  She  married  Luther 

Lyon  oi  that  place.  There  are  no  further  records." 


Wells  in  the  r°Uli  appear>  h0»ever,  that  there  may  have  boon  a 

as  his  middle  n‘“  y1PrnlVlnU8  t0  Luther  Wells  ^»n,  Sr.,  inasmuch 
as  nis  middle  name  is  "hells". 


,  ..  J  Will  indeed  be  glad  to  let  you  know  if  I  ev->r  learn 

hero  the  Henry  .Veils  family  bible  is,  and  I  will  inqu^e 
Wells  upon  his  return  from  Florida  sometime  in  April? 


1 1 . 


these  fert?erfrrinKd?  the  lRst  Paraeraph  of  your  letter,  none  of  '  1  'u 
of  New  York  in  the  ''iella  History.  .  ,A  Samiel  Haggles 

daughter  of  1  ?  <‘u!|r,7ine  Uary  R°sali<MRathborne, 

Henr^llells  Rathborne,  who  was  the  sister  of  Capt. 


X 
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K  , . 
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.if.  .*  A  1  i  ■ 
'  > } 


1# 


\\T  t  ■ ,  *,T  J  '  ' 

Now  I  wish  to  thank  you  most  kindlv  for  vour  thnm-htful 
ness  and  generosity  in  sending  me  the  check.  ?  can  assu?e^ou 

had  more  ‘  surprise.  .f  During  tlr.  Kells'  absence  I  have 

had  more  Ox  an  opportunit.y  to,  look  up  these  genealogical  oue  stiona  L’W  Vf! 
and  I  have  boon  glad  to  do  itAm.VIf  there  arf  any  further  questions 
1  can  answer  for  you  I  will  be  only;,  too  pleased  to  do  a"  j'llfe 

'.  -  ■  -nri-  ’MU'-  if  :l !  Ji'^f  • 

|- 1  Yours^very1-  truly  4^!/' 

UiaalnnAV’f  mm  Jv 
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Southbridge,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.  March  21,  1934. 


Mr.  Eugene  F.  MacPike, 
135  East  11th  Place, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Mr.  MacPike; 

Acknowledging  your  letter  of  March  19th,  I  w ill  inquire 
of  Mr.  Wells  upon  his  return  if  he  is  interested  in  obtaining 
data  regarding  the  family  of  Nancy  Shurtleff.  Inasmuch  as  he  has 
not  made  an  effort  to  secure  information  upon  any  other  family  than 
t<ells  I  doubt  if  he  will  be  interested. 

I  am  keeping  in  mind  asking  him  about  the  Henry  .ells 
Family  Bible. 


I  have  read  the  photostat  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Benj . 
Shurtleff  to  you,  and  I  note  toward  the  end  of  the  letter  he  desires 
facts  regarding  Nancy  Shurtleff,  her  husband,  their  children,  whom 
each  married  and  the  principal  dates  for  those  people.  Some  of  this 
information  you  will  have  from  the  material  I  sent  you,  but  it  is 
not  as  complete  as  the  data  which  I  am  giving  you  below,  which  you 
may  wish  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Shurtleff. 
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Nancy  Shurtleff  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I.,  b.  Apr.  23,  1760. 

m.  Nov.  30,  1779,  d.  £pr.  24,  1815  in  South  Woodstock, 
Conn.,  aged  55  yrs. 

Capt.  HenryH/ells,  b.  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Jan.  28,  1753, 
md.  Nancy  Shurtleff  Nov.  30,  1779,  d.  October  14, 

1823  in  So.  Woodstock,  Conn.  70  yrs. 

All  but  the  last  two  of  their  nine  children  were  born 

in  Hopkinton,  R.,X.  Last  two  born  in  So.  hood s to ck . 

(n) 

Nancy  V. ells,  b.  Apr.  17,  1781,  m.  Luther  Lyon  of  Cast. 
Greenwich,  R.  I.  d.  Jan.  3,  1815  in  C.  Greenwich. 

No  further  records. 

CO 

Sarah  hells,  b.  Dec.’  7,  1783,  d.  unmarried  Oct.  6,  1830 

Phebe7\ells,  b.  Oct.  31,  1787,  d.  Aug.  9,  1843.  m .  first 
Gen.  Caleb  Ladd,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  Nov.  22,  1829. 
m,  second,  Mr.  Gardner.  Lived  in  E.  Green wich,  Warwick, 
and  Cranston,  R.  I. 

(*7 1 

Persena  Wells,  b.  Nov.  19,  1790.  d.  June  24,  1791 
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Mr.  Eugene  F.  LlacPike. 
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henry  Wells ,  Jr.,  b.  June  19,  1792,  d.  Apr.  22,  1863. 
ra.  Lucy  Payaon,  b.  Mar.  12,  1794,  d.  ^ee.  18,  1875, 
m.  dept.  25,  1817.  Their  children  were: 


hancy  Amelia  Wells,  b.  July  2,  1819,  d.  New  York 

GiiivV  °ct*  l096*  m.  Rev.  Albert  6.  Palmer. 

Maria'  Louise  Wells,  b.  Feb.  20,  1825,  m.  Franklyn 
Languor thy  Dec.  26,  1877. 

Erastus'Miuntington  Wells,  b.  Jan.  11,  1827,  d. 

Mar.  24,  1901.  m.  Sarah  C.  Lucie,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Hannah  (  )Lucie  of  Dover,  JJ .  n. 

“iar .  15,  1853  in  Putnam,  Conn.  She  was  b.  Sept. 

ant*  d*  Sou‘t^  Woodstock,  Conn.  Apr.  12,  1885. 
Helen!  'Olivia  Wells,  b.  Apr.  29,  1835  .  m.  I  eb.  4,  1867 
Thomas  Horn. 


T  ,  (?) . 

John  Ward  Wells,  b.  Nov.  8,  1794,  d.  Nov.  4,  1872  in 

South  V.oodstock,  Conn.  m.  Jan.  28,  1826  Maria  Cheney, 
dau.  of  Joel  and  Naomi  (Bacheller)  Cheney  of  Southbridge 
Mass.,  nine  children  all  born  in  South  Wood s to ck , Conn .  " 

(  "0 

Erastus  Huntington  Wells,  b.  Nov.  16,  1797,  d.  July  26,1820 
Emelin  J7Ai'ell  s ,  b.  June  1,  1801,  d.  Mar.  2,  1804. 
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Mr.  E,  F.  Mao  Pike, 

136  East  11th  Plaoe, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Hy  dear  Mr,  Pike:- 


I  was  pleased  to  receive  a  paokage  from  you  whioh  you  sent  to  my 
oountry  home,  Bald  Hill,  Woodstook,  Conn,  and  from  there  forwarded  to  my 
house  in  New  York  City,  6  East  63rd  Street,  I  have  been  looking  over  the 
proofs  and  shall  examine  it  more  carefully •  I  eee  you  have  done  a  lot  of 
work  on  the  Lyon,  Wells,  Fairfield  and  Thurber  families,  I  have  been 
working  for  many  years  on  the  Lyon  family.  Members  of  the  wells  family 
whom  I  have  consulted  cannot  go  baok  as  you  have  done  in  the  Welle  family, 
I  congratulate  you  on  the  work  you  have  done  and  appreciate  your  thought 
in  sending  me  proofs.  Please  aooept  my  sincere  thanks. 


Sinoerely  yours 
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Sylvanus  Shurtleff  (son  of  John)  born  in  Plympt.on, 

. Massachuse tts,  January  11,  1734/5;  d#ed  in  Ashford,  Connecticut, 
before  1809.  Moved  from  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in  1765, 
to  Ashford,  Conn.  Married  Sarah  Ward,  (daughter  of  I  ch  abod) 
and  had  several  children,  among  whom  a  daughter,  Nancy,  born 
April  30,  1760;  died  April  24,  181b.  She  gave  quitclaim  of 
her  father*8  estate  in  1809.  (1) 

Nancv  Shurtleff  (daughter  of  Sylvanu3  Shurtleff  and 
Sarah  Ward,  his  wife)  married  Henrv  Wells  (born  January  28, 

1753;  died  Octobdr  14,  18°3)*  of  Woodstock^  Windham  County, 
Connecticut.  (  2)  They  had  issue,  among  whom  a  daughter, 

Nancy  Wells,  who  bee :ime  the  first  wife  of  her  first  cousin, 
Luther  Wells  I.yon,  senior,  of  South  Woodstock  (  H(iuaseet" ) , 

Conn.  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  senior,  died  about  1851,  f 3^ 

Luther  Welle  Lyon,  senior,  and  Nancy  Wells,  hi#  first 
wife,  bad  issue,  among  whom  a  son,  Luther  Wells  Lyon,  junior, 
boro  in  Sout^  Woodstock,  Conn..  May  5,  1802,  who  married 
Martha  Ward’.vell  Fairfield.  February  27,  1831,  the  latter  being 
a  daughter  of  David  Fairfield  and  Hannah  Thurber,  his  wife,  who 
were  married  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  December  7,  1797,  (4) 

I 

Lather  Wells  Lyon,  junior,  and  Martha  Wardwell  Fair- 
field,  his  wife,  had  several  children,  among  whom,  a  daughter. 
Nannie  Louise  Lyon,  born  in  Woodriver  Township,  Madison  County, 
Illinois,  February  8.  1844  (died  September  18,  1923),  who,  as 
his  second  wife,  married  Henry  Guest  HcPike.  at  Alton,  Illinois, 
October  12-  1*69  .  (  5) 

Henrv  Guest  McPike  (born  at  Lawrenceburg,  Dearborn 
County,  Indiana,  July  6,  1825;  died  at  Alton,  Illinois.  April 
IB,  1910)  and  Nannie  LouisfLyon,  his  second  wife.  had  issue, 
one  only  child,  a  son.  Eugene  Fat rfi  eld  MacPike.  born  at 
Alton,  Illinois,  July  18,  1870.  (6) 

(IT  Shurtleff,  Benjamin,  compiler!  *Dewcendants  of  William 
Shurtleff, of  Plymouth  and  Marshfield,  Mass.*  vol.  i., 

T>P.  74-75;  (Revere,  Mass.  ,  ^191 2) , 

(  2)  Ibid,  and  Lyon(s),  A.B.,  edi tor:  ’Lyon  Memorial ,  *  9. 

102-  (  Cf.  Weyburn,  S.  Fletcher:  * Weybum  -  Wybo rn 

Genealogy,1  d.  7«<  New  York;  Frank  All ab eh,  1911.  ) 

(3)  Lyon(s)c  A.  B.  ,  editor:  'Lyon  Memorial , 1  p.  102?  (Detroit. 

1905).  ~ 

(  4)  Ibid! 

(  5  *  and  "Romance  of  Genealogy,"  in  Magazine  of  History. 

vol/xv.,  pp.  9-17;  (New  York,  1912).  *  - - 

(6)  Tbid. 
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The  name  "Luther  W.  Lyon,  Junr  "  iB  tn  the 


handwriting  of  Luther  Telln  Lyon,  aenior.  1 

The  smaller  inscription, underneath,  reading: 

"my  Fathers  hand-wri t ting"  i3  in  the  handwritirg  j 
of  Luther.  Wells  Lyon,  junior,  (born  1802;  died  1885).  j 
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